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About Vizual Productions

Based in Terryville, Connecticut, Vizual
Productions provides professional wed-
ding videography services. Husband and
wife team Troy and Alicia Culver capture
the sights, sounds, and emotions through
the lens of a video camera, giving each
couple a way to preserve their memories
and the ability to reflect back on their
wedding day for years to come.

www.vizualproductions.net

FS-4 Portable DTE Recorder

Weighing about one pound and only 1.5
inches thick, Focus FS-4 HD and FS-4Pro
HD Portable DTE Recorders bring Direct
To Edit Technology to your DV or HDV
handheld camcorder. Whether mounted
directly to your camcorder or clipped to
your belt, the FS-4 is designed to excel
in the field. Focus FS-4 Portable DTE Re-
corders are available in two models—the
FS-4 HD and the FS-4Pro HD (available
in three configurations).

About Focus Enhancements

Innovation, efficiency, and superior
quality are the foundation upon which
Focus Enhancements builds its products.
A world leader in advanced video pro-
duction, digital asset management, and
digital signage solutions, Focus delivers
products that perform superbly day in
and day out and backs them with unpar-
alleled service and support.
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Direct To Edit” Technology Improves Productivity for
Vizual Productions” Wedding Videographers

Challenge

At Vizual Productions, husband and wife team Alicia and Troy Culver are committed to
giving couples and their families a way to relive, re-experience, and reflect on the magic of
their wedding day. They capture all of the sights, sounds, and emotions of the day. And for
them, it’s personal—regretting to this day the fact they didn’t hire a videographer to capture
the moments of their own wedding a decade ago.

Their philosophy is simple: capture what the client is looking for. From a technical stand-
point, each project typically involves two cameras, with five to eight hours of footage
a-piece, and Troy found himself consumed with capturing and logging the tapes. He be-
came interested in the concept of tapeless acquisition as a way to be more productive and
minimize these time-consuming tasks—not to mention to allow him to dedicate more of his
time to the creative editing process and produce higher-quality results for his clients.

Solution

After researching available solutions, Troy selected the FS-4Pro from Focus Enhancements.
The FS-4 Portable DTE Recorder lets videographers record DV or HDV streams directly to
disk via FireWire. It records directly in edit-ready QuickTime, Avid DV-OMF, AVI Type 2,
AVIType 2 24p, and other native NLE formats in timeline, so there’s no need to capture tape
or to transfer or convert files. By eliminating these intermediate steps, footage can be ready
for editing almost as soon as it's been shot.

Troy appreciates the visual feedback on the FS-4's large LCD display. “It’s nice to be able
to look down and know I'm recording. | don’t have to worry,” he explained. “I set it and
forget it. The FS-4 has worked flawlessly for that.” Troy primarily records in AVI Type 2 and
imports the footage directly to the Sony Vegas 7 production suite. While he uses the FS-4
as his primary source for editing, he continues to use tape for back-up purposes. “The FS-4
enables me to shoot to hard drive and keep the tape rolling. It's added comfort to ensure
that | capture each client’s memories safely.”

Results

“For me, the biggest advantage is the amount of time saved in my editing workflow now
that | don’t have to log tape,” said Troy. “I'd estimate the FS-4 saves me about 40 minutes
for each recorded hour—and with 8 to 10 hours of footage per project, that's more than 6
hours of saved time per project. That's a significant improvement.”

And this improved workflow benefits Troy’s clients, too. “The more time you save in work-
flow, the more time you have to be creative,” he explained.

In addition, the FS-4 has helped Vizual Productions” own marketing efforts. Streaming video
samples on the web give potential clients a glimpse into a videographer’s style and ability,
and is often the key to attracting clients online. With the FS-4’s support for multiple formats,
Troy can capture a file directly in QuickTime for web streaming. “With the FS-4, | can ex-
port to QuickTime without rendering,” Troy explained. “It has proved to be a great tool for
updating our website.”
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